
United States History and Geography:
Making a New Nation

Grade Five

5.1 Students describe the major pre-Columbian
settlements, including the cliff dwellers and pueblo
people of the desert Southwest, the American
Indians of the Pacific Northwest, the nomadic nations
of the Great Plains, and the woodland peoples east of
the Mississippi River.

5.2 Students trace the routes of early explorers and
describe the early explorations of the Americas.

5.3 Students describe the cooperation and conflict that
existed among the American Indians and between the
Indian nations and the new settlers.

5.4 Students understand the political, religious, social,
and economic institutions that evolved in the colonial
era.

5.5 Students explain the causes of the American
Revolution.

5.6 Students understand the course and consequences of
the American Revolution.



5.7 Students describe the people and events associated
with the development of the U.S. Constitution and
analyze the Constitution’s significance as the
foundation of the American republic.

5.8 Students trace the colonization, immigration, and
settlement patterns of the American people from
1789 to the mid-1800s, with emphasis on the role of
economic incentives, effects of the physical and
political geography, and transportation systems.

5.9 Students know the location of the current 50 states
and the names of their capitals.
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