Local Schools and Students Win More State, National Honors
Schools here in California’s third largest school system have added to an impressive
collection of local, state and national honors and achievements this year.
Distinguished and Blue Ribbon Schools. Avalon High School, Stanford Middle School,
and California Academy of Mathematics and Science all were recently named 2003 California
Distinguished Schools by the California Department of Education. These local schools were
among only 132 of California’s 2,228 public middle and high schools picked for this top
state honor. Past winners include: Barton, Cleveland, Fremont, Gant, International,
Kettering, Los Cerritos, Lowell, Madison, Prisk, Signal Hill and Twain elementary schools;
Cubberley, Hudson and Newcomb K-8 schools; Hughes, Rogers and Stanford middle
schools; and Polytechnic High School. Winners of this award apply for the National Blue
Ribbon award. National Blue Ribbon winners include Cubberley K-8 School, Prisk and
Twain elementary schools, and Hughes and Rogers middle schools.
Golden State Seal Merit Diplomas. More than 300 high school students in the Class
of 2003 earned Golden State Seal Merit Diplomas. These students achieved high scores on
rigorous tests in U.S. History, written composition, math, science and other subjects.
Academically, these scholars represent the top one percent of students in the state.
Governor’s Scholars and Cal Grants. A total of
1,683 Long Beach Unified School District high
school students have received high qualifying
scores to earn a Governor’s Scholars Award of
$1,000 each. Hundreds of Cal Grant awards
were also announced recently for local seniors
who are model applicants for the state financial
aid award.

WAITING LIST: Popular schools like Hill Classical Middle School have hundreds of students waiting to enroll.

Achieving Schools. Seven schools – Addams,
Emerson, Gompers, MacArthur, Mann, Signal Hill
and Robinson elementary schools – were recently
named outstanding 2003 No Child Left Behind Title I Achieving
Schools. Of 4,936 California schools receiving federal Title I funds,
only the top schools qualified to apply. Of those, 115 were selected
as winners.

Nationally Certified Teachers. Eighteen more Long Beach Unified School District
teachers earned their National Board Certification this year, more than doubling the number
of nationally certified teachers in the school district. To earn this prestigious certification,
teachers develop an extensive professional portfolio over eight months, and then they are
tested with written exercises for a day. The Long Beach Unified School District has made a
commitment to support teachers who are interested in applying for National Board
Certification. Teachers who are accepted and successfully complete the precandidacy
program are eligible for district payment of National Board application fees, a
$2,300 savings. These teachers also receive a 10 percent salary increase, good for
the life of the certification, or 10 years. It’s just one example of the many incentives and professional development efforts recently implemented to attract and
keep the best teachers.

Top Student Magazine. Jordan High School’s award-winning
literary-art magazine, Stylus, this spring received three top national
ratings: the All American designation from the National Scholastic Press,
First Place from the American Scholastic Press, and an Excellent rating from
the National Council of Teachers of English. Stylus is produced by Jordan students
who design, write, illustrate and photograph the contents of the four-color publication.

Students Returning From Private Schools. Hundreds of students from private
schools and other school districts continue to line up on waiting lists to enroll in the
Long Beach Unified School District. Hill Classical Middle School, for example, has 860
applicants for 350 spots for sixth graders in September 2003. Popular schools like Wilson
Classical High School have attracted several hundred students from private schools and
Orange County schools in recent years.

Head Start in Long Beach Unified Declared ‘A Model for Nation’
Long Beach Unified School District Head Start has earned the highest of U.S. honors by
meeting or exceeding all 700 federal requirements during an independent, exhaustive, evaluation and week-long review. A national expert called Long Beach Head Start “the best I’ve
ever seen.”
“This is the very first review I’ve
experienced where there were absolutely no findings of non-compliance,”
said Maria Fort, the federal team leader
who began working in 1966 for the federal Head Start administration. “Our
visit was superb and so very exciting.
It was such a pleasurable week for the
review team.”
Fort led a team of 12 reviewers
from throughout the nation as they
visited nine Head Start centers here.
They were impressed by the excellence
and dedication of the staff.
“There were many, many
strengths,” said Fort, who has evaluated
hundreds of Head Start programs.
“Nowhere have I seen the kind of
respect for and understanding of Head
Start by a whole school district. There were lots of ‘oohs’ and ‘ahs’ during our visit.
The team member from Florida said she was ready to move to Long Beach.”
In the Long Beach area, Head Start assists 2,232 children and their families with
23 preschools, two Early Head Start centers and home-based services. Assistance includes
education, health, nutrition, social services, and parental involvement activities for families
with children five years old and younger.
Members of Fort’s review team praised the school district’s top leadership for their
strong support of Head Start. They commended Head Start’s parent outreach and numerous
community partnerships. Head Start recruited 32 new business partners this year, more
than any school or site in the district.
“Your community partners are an incredible asset,” Fort said. “People from the community happily give up their time to make this program better. These are doctors and
nurses – people who are really busy – yet they are willing to help.”
Also singled out for recognition were Head Start’s curriculum and instruction, staff’s
devotion to children, nurturing care for parents, services for pregnant women, effective staff
training, health programs including services for overweight children, seamless transition of

students to kindergarten, and a “thorough and unique self assessment.”
These strengths and local Head Start’s total compliance with all U.S. requirements set
an example for others, said Jerry Gomez, associate director for Head Start in California.
“Certainly any program that has no items of non-compliance is a model for the nation,”
he said.
The U.S. government launched Head Start in 1965 to overcome the effects of poverty on
preschool children and their families.

Higher Achievement Pays Off
For Broad Foundation Scholars
The Broad Foundation recently announced 14 local high school seniors are recipients
of scholarships worth a total of $125,000. Each student was selected for remarkable
improvement in academic achievement.
The scholarships are the result of Broad’s selection of the
Long Beach Unified School District as one of the top five
large urban school districts in the nation.
Scholarship winners are Jordan’s Virhel Barrera,
Saul Melgarejo, Alba Menjivar, Lisette Sepulveda and
Tristan Stewart; Cabrillo’s Adisa Anderson; Lakewood’s
Monica Bordenave, Yolanda Caballero and Laura
Operchuck; Millikan’s Cynthia Durand and Rebeca
Trinidad; and Wilson’s Anner Alvarado, Ashlye Perez and
Harmanjot Singh.
“These students’ successes are terrific examples of
what strong school systems can accomplish with educa- The Broad Prize for Urban Education.
tional innovation, resourcefulness and dedication,” said
Eli Broad, founder of The Broad Foundation and The Broad Prize. “It is critical that we not
only recognize the success of the school district, but that students reap the rewards of their
hard work and commitment.”

For up-to-date information about your
schools, visit www.lbusd.k12.ca.us.

