
MILLIKAN HIGH SCHOOL
Smaller Learning Communities

All academies offer curriculum aligned to meet the a-g UC/CSU entrance requirements
The following matrix has been designed as a quick reference to assist counselors, teachers, students, and parents in making decisions and disseminating information about the

smaller learning communities at Millikan High School.

Academy
**Secondary Specialized

Programs**

Thematic
Emphasis

Recommendations for
admission

Curricular emphases Unique programs

QUEST**
(Questioning,
Understanding,
Engaging—Success
through Technology)

Shawn Abbate, x.4448

GATE Program,
Honors, Advanced
Placement and,
accelerated
curriculum for
academically
competitive college
admissions

3.30 or higher GPA,
advanced proficient CST
scores, B or better in Alg 1,
high motivation, superior
attendance and/or
citizenship.

 Prepares students to compete for
admissions to UC and top universities

 Advanced Placement courses are offered,
starting in 10th grade.

 Grade level interdisciplinary projects
(cross-curricular critical thinking skills
and real world connections)

 Overnight Interdisciplinary Field Trip Projects
 9th grade: Catalina Island
 10th grade: College Tour
 11th grade: Monterey, CA

 Year long independent self-selected
study/mentorship Senior Project

 Opportunity to earn 1 semester of college credits
with 5 Advanced Placement course requirement

PEACE**
(Personal success
through
Empowerment,
Academic
achievement, Conflict
resolution, and Ethics
in action)

Leslie Gombrich,
x.4246

Leadership and
International
Negotiations
(Honors)

2.75-3.30 or higher GPA
and a C in pre-algebra, high
motivation, superior
attendance and/or
citizenship.

 Critical thinking, problem solving project
based learning in real world contexts

 Cross-curricular projects and simulations
that emphasize character education,
negotiations, and philosophy/ethics

 Service learning (115 hours—60 of which
are infused into curriculum)

 Interdisciplinary Digital Portfolios
(technology-based) at culmination of
every year

 Participation in International Negotiations (Whittier
College) & Contemporary World History Project
(University of the Pacific)

 Local and international video conferencing
(ELEVATE Program and Service Learning Project)

 Personal Adult Advocacy for all 4 years
(Mentorship)

 Service Learning infused into the curriculum, with
comprehensive community reform as the focus

COMPASS**
(Community Of
Musicians, Performers,
Artists, and Social
Scientists)

Mary Massich, x.4548

Visual/Performing
Arts and Social
Sciences

2.25-2.75 or higher GPA,
high motivation, and
commitment to supporting
the arts.

 Centered around appreciation for and
commitment to the arts

 Integration of core curriculum with social
sciences and the arts

 Arts-based community service
 Connect curriculum to current events and

real world experiences

 Sociology and Current Issues  capstone course
 Field trip Museum of Tolerance, World War I

Museum
 COMPASS Calendar of Events (community service

and support for Millikan’s Arts program)
 Visions—Millikan’s Literary Arts Magazine

Global Technology

Chuck Johnson, x.4462

Technology High motivation and
commitment to 4 years of
technology.

 Technology and computer application
projects across curriculum

 Mentoring, tutoring, and academic grade
level support

 Skills developed in critical thinking,
problem solving, decision making,
reasoning to meets needs of global
technological society

 State of the art equipment, software and
instructional techniques

 CISCO Networks—earn certification in web design,
computer maintenance, repair, and networking

 4 years of tech classes—earn medallion for
successful completion

 Produce most technologically literate graduates for
post-secondary and world of work opportunities

 Multiple tech courses receive community college
articulation credit
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Academic Support Programs
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is a rigorous class/program for highly motivated students that works in conjunction with the other learning communities at
Millikan to prepare students for admission to a 4 year college or university. Application process involved. Selection criteria include:

 Ability: academic potential to succeed in college with tutorial support (2.3-3.3 GPA)
 Desire and Determination: willingness to work hard for college admission
 Special considerations: traditionally under-represented students in college, low socio-economic status, first generation to attend college, students facing challenges

that may hinder college admission

IACCELL (International Accelerated Core Curriculum and Enhanced Language Learning) is the accelerated support that promotes continued education beyond high school.
Goals include:

 Comprehensive academic support in 9th grade for Level 4 and 7 ELL students
 Literature and communication elective (9th grade)
 Supports transition into rigorous high school academic programs
 Support student reclassification as Fluent-English Proficient (FEP)

GREEN (Generating
Respect for the Earth,
Environment, and
Nature)

Fiona Lewis-Mackert,
x.4426

Environmental and
College-readiness

High motivation, a
commitment to 4 years of
science, and active desire
to pursue admission to a  4
year university.

 Environmental awareness & activism
 4 years of science
 Exploration, experimentation, and

environmental focused projects
 College/career portfolio over 4 years

 Environmental focus/themes throughout core classes
 Early outreach to college & universities with

accompanying field trips. Plus assistance in college
application & financial aid process.

 AVID methodologies throughout academy

STELLAR
(Scholastic Team of
English Language
Learners for Academic
Rigor)

Tylene Quizon x.4279

ELL (English
Language Learners)

High motivation and
committed to articulation
into other academies.

 Infuse SDAIE strategies in all core
classes

 Prepares students for college articulation
through rigorous course offerings

 Prepares students for reclassification as
Fluent-English Proficient (FEP)

 Additional language support for second
language learners to ensure success in all
classes

 Additional tutorial support (7th period class)
 CAHSEE reading/math preparation support
 Collaborative projects that require communication

and develop fluency

MBA (Millikan
Business Academy

John Jacobson, x.4442

Business, Finance,
and Ethics Focus

High motivation with
commitment to ethics.

 Entrepreneurship, marketing, enterprise,
and financial independence skills woven
throughout curriculum

 7 Habits infused throughout curriculum
 Goal setting, Pro-activity, Time

management, Team work, and Effective
communication integrated across the
curriculum

 Various ROP offerings
 Virtual Enterprise/E-marketing for real world

business experience
 Develop and compile professional portfolios
 Small business management emphasis
 Business focused electives


